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Table	1.	Unadjusted	relative	site-specific	cancer	mortality	 inequality	(MRR	and	95%	C.I.)	(2001-2011)	
among	the	Belgian	population	within	the	economically	active	age	range,	by	employment	group	in	1991	

MEN	 Employed	

Unemployed	
and	looking	for	

a	job	

Unemployed	
and	not	looking	

for	a	job	 Disabled	
All	cancers	 1.00	 1.96	 1.92,2.01	 3.07	 3.02,3.12	 2.69	 2.60,2.78	
Preventable	cancers	

		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Head	and	neck	 1.00	 3.65	 3.35,3.97	 3.39	 3.11,3.70	 3.30	 2.84,3.84	

Oesophagus	 1.00	 2.41	 2.16,2.69	 2.61	 2.38,2.87	 2.11	 1.74,2.55	

Stomach	 1.00	 1.53	 1.32,1.78	 3.24	 2.96,3.55	 3.12	 2.63,3.71	

Colorectal	 1.00	 1.45	 1.33,1.59	 2.79	 2.64,2.94	 1.89	 1.67,2.13	

Liver	 1.00	 1.74	 1.51,2.00	 2.38	 2.15,2.64	 2.26	 1.85,2.76	

Lung	 1.00	 2.25	 2.16,2.34	 3.45	 3.35,3.55	 3.20	 3.04,3.37	

Prostate	 1.00	 1.27	 1.13,1.44	 2.82	 2.65,3.00	 2.64	 2.32,3.00	

Bladder	 1.00	 2.14	 1.86,2.45	 3.46	 3.17,3.77	 3.53	 2.99,4.15	

Malignant	melanoma	 1.00	 1.29	 0.99,1.66	 1.77	 1.49,2.10	 1.32	 0.86,2.04	

Non-preventable	cancers	

Pancreas	 1.00	 1.49	 1.33,1.68	 2.61	 2.43,2.82	 2.03	 1.73,2.39	

Kidney	 1.00	 1.26	 1.06,1.50	 2.45	 2.21,2.71	 2.45	 2.01,2.99	

Eye,	nervous	system	 1.00	 1.00	 0.83,1.20	 2.15	 1.91,2.41	 1.96	 1.55,2.49	

Non-Hodgkin	 1.00	 1.56	 1.31,1.85	 2.48	 2.21,2.77	 2.09	 1.64,2.66	

Multiple	myeloma	 1.00	 1.22	 0.95,1.57	 2.76	 2.42,3.15	 1.79	 1.30,2.46	

Leukemia	 1.00	 1.19	 1.00,1.43	 2.80	 2.54,3.09	 1.88	 1.50,2.36	

WOMEN	 Employed	

Unemployed	
and	looking	for	

a	job	

Unemployed	
and	not	looking	

for	a	job	 Disabled	
Cancer	deaths	 1.00	 1.25	 1.21,1.28	 1.91	 1.88,1.95	 2.29	 2.17,2.42	
Preventable	cancers	

		
		

		
		

		
		

		

Oesophagus	 1.00	 1.69	 1.36,2.09	 1.74	 1.49,2.02	 2.18	 1.42,3.35	

Colorectal	 1.00	 1.19	 1.07,1.32	 1.93	 1.82,2.05	 2.52	 2.14,2.98	

Lung	 1.00	 1.52	 1.41,1.63	 1.92	 1.83,2.01	 2.43	 2.12,2.78	

Breast	 1.00	 1.04	 0.98,1.11	 1.72	 1.65,1.78	 1.97	 1.75,2.21	

Cervix	 1.00	 2.12	 1.78,2.54	 2.31	 2.00,2.67	 1.64	 0.96,2.81	

Uterus	 1.00	 1.61	 1.35,1.93	 2.27	 2.02,2.54	 2.28	 1.64,3.18	

Bladder	 1.00	 1.12	 0.80,1.57	 2.32	 1.94,2.77	 4.94	 3.40,7.18	

Malignant	melanoma	 1.00	 1.11	 0.88,1.41	 1.38	 1.20,1.60	 1.23	 0.69,2.20	

Non-preventable	cancers	

Stomach	 1.00	 1.18	 0.95,1.48	 2.09	 1.84,2.37	 2.90	 2.07,4.08	

Liver	 1.00	 1.25	 0.98,1.59	 2.65	 2.32,3.04	 2.83	 1.97,4.06	

Pancreas	 1.00	 1.01	 0.88,1.17	 1.80	 1.67,1.94	 1.86	 1.47,2.36	

Ovary	 1.00	 1.03	 0.91,1.16	 1.63	 1.52,1.75	 1.36	 1.05,1.75	

Kidney	 1.00	 1.21	 0.94,1.54	 2.31	 2.02,2.64	 3.38	 2.42,4.73	

Eye,	nervous	system	 1.00	 0.88	 0.73,1.06	 1.72	 1.55,1.90	 2.26	 1.67,3.07	

Non-Hodgkin	 1.00	 1.14	 0.90,1.44	 2.18	 1.92,2.47	 1.84	 1.23,2.77	

Multiple	myeloma	 1.00	 0.91	 0.65,1.25	 2.33	 2.00,2.71	 0.99	 0.50,1.93	

Leukemia	 1.00	 0.76	 0.60,0.96	 1.82	 1.63,2.04	 1.72	 1.20,2.47	
Reference	category	is	employed	
All	analyses	are	adjusted	for	current	age,	region	and	migrant	background	
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Table	2.	Relative	site-specific	cancer	mortality	inequality	(MRR	and	95%	C.I.)	(2001-2011)	among	the	Belgian	employed	population,	by	occupational	group	in	
1991	

MEN	

Managers	
and	

professionals	
Intermediate	
white-collar	

Service	and	
sales	workers	

Agricultural	
and	fishery	
workers	

Skilled	manual	
workers	

Unskilled	
manual	
workers	

All	cancers	 1.00	 1.08	 1.05,1.10	 1.29	 1.24,1.34	 1.25	 1.20,1.31	 1.27	 1.24,1.30	 1.40	 1.35,1.44	
Preventable	cancers	

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		

Head	and	neck	 1.00	 1.19	 1.07,1.32	 1.72	 1.48,2.01	 1.16	 0.92,1.46	 1.48	 1.34,1.63	 2.04	 1.80,2.30	

Oesophagus	 1.00	 1.00	 0.90,1.12	 1.06	 0.87,1.28	 0.89	 0.70,1.13	 1.13	 1.02,1.26	 1.25	 1.08,1.44	

Stomach	 1.00	 1.08	 0.95,1.22	 1.00	 0.79,1.27	 1.30	 1.02,1.66	 1.28	 1.14,1.44	 1.39	 1.18,1.64	

Colorectal	 1.00	 1.00	 0.93,1.07	 1.07	 0.94,1.22	 0.98	 0.85,1.14	 1.04	 0.97,1.11	 1.06	 0.96,1.17	

Liver	 1.00	 0.87	 0.77,0.98	 0.94	 0.75,1.17	 0.37	 0.25,0.55	 0.79	 0.70,0.89	 0.95	 0.80,1.13	

Lung	 1.00	 1.22	 1.17,1.27	 1.63	 1.53,1.74	 1.53	 1.42,1.65	 1.74	 1.68,1.81	 1.90	 1.81,2.00	

Prostate	 1.00	 0.95	 0.87,1.05	 1.08	 0.91,1.28	 1.35	 1.16,1.57	 0.94	 0.85,1.03	 1.07	 0.94,1.23	

Bladder	 1.00	 1.14	 1.00,1.31	 1.31	 1.05,1.65	 0.95	 0.72,1.25	 1.17	 1.02,1.33	 1.61	 1.36,1.91	

Malignant	melanoma	 1.00	 0.89	 0.74,1.08	 1.27	 0.95,1.69	 1.23	 0.86,1.75	 0.74	 0.61,0.89	 0.74	 0.56,0.99	

Non-preventable	cancers	

Pancreas	 1.00	 0.92	 0.84,1.01	 0.99	 0.84,1.17	 1.08	 0.90,1.30	 0.89	 0.81,0.97	 0.99	 0.86,1.13	

Kidney	 1.00	 1.05	 0.93,1.19	 1.05	 0.84,1.32	 1.09	 0.85,1.39	 0.97	 0.86,1.10	 0.90	 0.74,1.09	

Eye,	nervous	system	 1.00	 0.99	 0.87,1.12	 0.94	 0.76,1.17	 0.97	 0.75,1.26	 0.85	 0.76,0.96	 0.85	 0.71,1.01	

Non-Hodgkin	 1.00	 0.90	 0.78,1.04	 1.06	 0.83,1.36	 1.45	 1.13,1.85	 0.94	 0.82,1.08	 0.72	 0.57,0.90	

Multiple	myeloma	 1.00	 1.07	 0.89,1.28	 0.79	 0.54,1.15	 1.75	 1.30,2.35	 0.92	 0.76,1.10	 0.99	 0.76,1.30	

Leukemia	 1.00	 1.00	 0.87,1.15	 1.16	 0.92,1.47	 1.50	 1.20,1.88	 0.99	 0.87,1.13	 1.06	 0.87,1.28	

WOMEN	

Managers	
and	

professionals	
Intermediate	
white-collar	

Service	and	
sales	workers	

Agricultural	
and	fishery	
workers	

Skilled	manual	
workers	

Unskilled	
manual	
workers	

Cancer	deaths	 1.00	 1.01	 0.97,1.04	 1.03	 0.98,1.07	 1.26	 1.14,1.38	 1.05	 0.99,1.11	 1.17	 1.12,1.22	
Preventable	cancers	

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		

Oesophagus	 1.00	 1.13	 0.86,1.50	 1.58	 1.14,2.19	 1.15	 0.52,2.51	 0.94	 0.56,1.60	 1.40	 1.00,1.97	

Colorectal	 1.00	 1.11	 0.99,1.25	 1.06	 0.91,1.23	 0.88	 0.61,1.26	 1.37	 1.15,1.64	 1.11	 0.95,1.28	

Lung	 1.00	 1.14	 1.04,1.25	 1.31	 1.18,1.47	 0.90	 0.66,1.22	 1.35	 1.17,1.55	 1.66	 1.49,1.84	
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Breast	 1.00	 0.97	 0.91,1.04	 0.87	 0.80,0.94	 1.20	 1.00,1.45	 0.90	 0.81,1.01	 0.94	 0.86,1.02	

Cervix	 1.00	 1.00	 0.77,1.29	 1.41	 1.05,1.89	 0.71	 0.26,1.94	 0.89	 0.58,1.37	 1.72	 1.28,2.30	

Uterus	 1.00	 1.07	 0.85,1.35	 1.44	 1.11,1.87	 1.26	 0.73,2.18	 1.27	 0.88,1.83	 0.91	 0.67,1.23	

Bladder	 1.00	 0.78	 0.52,1.15	 1.25	 0.81,1.93	 1.26	 0.50,3.15	 1.13	 0.63,2.04	 1.11	 0.71,1.73	

Malignant	melanoma	 1.00	 1.15	 0.89,1.48	 0.86	 0.60,1.22	 1.96	 1.05,3.68	 1.34	 0.92,1.96	 1.48	 1.09,2.02	

Non-preventable	cancers	

Stomach	 1.00	 1.12	 0.86,1.48	 1.24	 0.89,1.72	 3.33	 1.99,5.55	 1.34	 0.89,2.02	 2.03	 1.51,2.72	

Liver	 1.00	 0.97	 0.73,1.30	 1.04	 0.72,1.50	 1.44	 0.72,2.88	 1.11	 0.69,1.80	 1.50	 1.09,2.08	

Pancreas	 1.00	 0.88	 0.75,1.02	 0.96	 0.80,1.16	 1.20	 0.83,1.73	 0.85	 0.66,1.11	 1.14	 0.95,1.36	

Ovary	 1.00	 0.88	 0.77,1.00	 0.92	 0.78,1.08	 1.91	 1.45,2.50	 1.01	 0.82,1.25	 1.07	 0.92,1.26	

Kidney	 1.00	 0.81	 0.62,1.06	 1.01	 0.73,1.39	 1.13	 0.57,2.24	 0.78	 0.49,1.25	 0.89	 0.63,1.25	

Eye,	nervous	system	 1.00	 0.79	 0.66,0.95	 0.92	 0.73,1.15	 1.13	 0.68,1.88	 0.84	 0.62,1.13	 1.06	 0.85,1.32	

Non-Hodgkin	 1.00	 1.18	 0.91,1.53	 1.12	 0.80,1.55	 1.38	 0.72,2.64	 1.61	 1.10,2.37	 1.21	 0.87,1.67	

Multiple	myeloma	 1.00	 1.01	 0.73,1.39	 1.00	 0.67,1.50	 1.18	 0.53,2.60	 0.77	 0.43,1.38	 0.95	 0.63,1.42	

Leukemia	 1.00	 0.95	 0.76,1.18	 0.97	 0.73,1.29	 1.26	 0.72,2.19	 1.13	 0.79,1.61	 1.15	 0.88,1.51	
Reference	category	is	managers	and	professionals	
All	analyses	are	adjusted	for	current	age,	region	and	migrant	background	

		
	
 


